rather was a cautious, approach to independence praiseworthy,
because tokens were not wanting that Bonaparte, in his ambi-
tious passions, had grown impatient of the ascendency of the
great negro Haytian. Resolved to be master of the world, he
could not endure a rival power, and watched his opportunity to
establish his supremacy in the island. The rather was he de-
sirous of establishing the exclusive rule of France there, be-
cause Hayti, he felt, could be made a bulwark for hostile opera-
tions against the English power in the West Indies.

Yet was the colony passively and quietly to await the blow ?
What was this but to invite the blow ? Whereas, to propound
a constitution, while it ought to give no offence, would prove
that the Haytians were sensible alike of their rights and of
their power. In the great issue, Toussaint had himself a prob-
lem to solve. If, as he had reason to fear, Bonaparte intended
his overthrow, was he to submit without an effoEi ? Was he
not, as a prudent man and a wise legislator, to enter on such a
course as seemed most likely to ward off the blow, and
strengthen his own position ? As to the necessity of his con-
tinuing to hold that position, he could not for a moment doubt.
The retention of the position was indispensable to the continu-
ance of the peace in the island.' As all mountains had become
plains before his energy and determination, so would all be
undone if he were removed from the head of affairs; once
more the smouldering fires of passion and prejudice would burst
into aflame, and a .war arise not less bloody and terrific than
that which he had so recently brought to a happy conclusion.
Yes; there, at the helm, had he been placed by the resistless
stream of events, or what to him, nor without reason, seemed
the hand of Providence; and there duty, in the clearest and
loudest tones, called upon him to remain. This is, in substance,
the feeling to which at this time he gave titterance in these
terms: 'LI have taken my flight in the region of eagles; I must
be prudent in alighting on the earth; I can be placed only oil
a rock; and that rock must be a constitutional government,
which will secure me power so long as I shall be among men."ined.   Thess circles were public audi-ference that might conciliate, nor failed in the bland and
